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liant young preacher, who has come over to New
England from one of the great centres of educa-
tion in the Old Land; an earnest, spiritual man,
but with a streak of animalism interweaving itself
through his high moral qualities. He has fallen
into sin with Hester Prynne, a young wife, mar-
ried against her choice to a man much older than
herself. Hester had been sent over to New Eng-
land by her husband, some years before he himsplf
crossed. The offspring of this guilty love is a
strange child named Pearl. The fourth character
is the husband, known in the book as Roger
Chillingworth, who arrives upon the scene to find
his wife enduring public shame as a* punishment
for her unchastity.

All four characters are present in the opening
scene. Hester Prynne stands on the scaffold, in
the market-place of Salem, with her child in her
arms, and on her breast she wears the scarlet
letter, "A," proclaiming the fact that she is an
adulteress. She has refused to reveal the name
of her companion in sin, and Arthur Dimmesdale,
as her minister, is made to exhort her, in the
presence of the whole community, to proclaim,
the paternity of her child. On the outskirts of